Lightning Boltz Tutorial

By Maxor Gan
www.maxor gwd@gmail.com

Thisis a sample tutorial on how to create basic bolts of lightning/thunder by using Photoshop.

Create anew document.

Make the background layerblack.
We'll needadarkbackgroundto see the lightning effectsclearly

-double clickon the lockicon atthe background layerto unlockit first.

Now the layerisunlocked. We proceed to make the background black.
-hit CTRL + U for the hue/saturation window. Adjust the Set the Lightness to -100.

-hitok upon completion.

Now create anew layer. We will draw somethingin thatlayer.

-clickonthe "create new layer" buttons:
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Now we'll draw a crooked white line across the black canvassinthe newly created layer

by free hand using brush/pentool.
-selectthe brushtoolsorhitB.
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we need awhite line with sharp defined edges. Therefore goesfor this settings:

-Rightclick onthe canvass
-setthe hardness to 100%. This will make it have a sharp defined edge
-setthe di tertoarelatively fineone. Inthis case | chose 5 pixel.
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-Onthe empty layerscribble acrooked line spontaneously.

Just did this spontaneously and naturally. In this sample the brush size is 15 pixels.

-Add onwith the smallerstrikes with asmaller brush/pencil.
TIPS: The complementary strikes should be at least 3 times smaller than the original one.

Added another strike with brush size 3 pixels.

5. Now, we wouldlike toadd some glowing effects to the crooked lines we have justdrawn.
-double clickonthe layerto apply "outerglow" layerstyle.
-choose light blue for the colour, as white most lightning would appearto be.
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-adjust the SPREAD and SIZE attribute until you getthe bestresult. Asshownin the picture.
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Done. Noticed how the light blue outer glow complements with the white line.

6. Now,we would like toadd more light dispersions effects along the bolts,so thatitlooks more glowing.
-Duplicate anotherlayers of this bolt, or press CTRL +J.
-now we have double layers of the bolts. You'l| see anincrease intensity of the outer glow.

Thickerglow resulted from double layers.

-editthe layerstyle by double click on this fx symbol.
Opacity: h
Lock: [ &+ @ Fill: r
1
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-increase the colour brightnessinto lighter blue, or white.
-increase the SIZE attribute to adjust the spreading of light.

-

-press ok to commit changes

The final result
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7. Finallyyouhave done the basicunitsforalightningbolts. Now itisthe time to play with Perspective.
TIPS: It is always a good idea in Photoshop to play around with the perspective with a graphics.
-Press CTRL+ T for free transformation. You can see the transformation guide.

See how the distortion is done to the graphics.
-Play around with all the corners while pressing CTRLand see the changes.

-Adjust the perspective until it meets your preferences.

The final look.
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